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 Abstract
 The presence of textual components in images is of specific interest which can be extracted using several extraction methods. These components can be helpful for many applications like assisting visually impaired, translator tourists, and robotic navigation in urban areas. The text extraction methods can be classified into three categories: region based, texture based and hybrid method. Extraction based on a region can be further divided into connected component based and edge based method. In spite of numerous scene text detection methods available, ‘text extraction’ remains unsuccessful. Many issues like different fonts, size, colors, and background noise due to the presence of trees, bricks which are similar to text like objects make text detection difficult. In this paper, the scene text extraction is performed by detecting the edges using canny edge detection algorithm. Then stroke width transform is applied on an edge image with a small yet effective modification in second pass followed by connected component labelling algorithm. The labelled components are then clustered based on the number of pixels available in a particular label. And finally the extracted text is recognized using Google’s open source optical character recognition (OCR) engine ‘Tesseract’.
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